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paint or in pencil, crayon, or chalk—of cloth of any kind, and of
musical instruments. Inevitably, because of the country's
urgent needs, this aspect of education had to take second place.
The difficulties were aggravated by the scale on which it was
intended to extend the arts and opportunities for self-expression.
They were to be within the reach of the millions of children, not
merely of the few whom the circumstances of birth had placed in
a fortunate position.
To-day the country has made great industrial strides. It feels
comparatively secure. How much is being done for the cultural
life of the children ? Just as in our schools, the curriculum for
older children does not allow much time for the arts. Then, said
the Soviet educationists, it must be supplemented out of school.
This is being done with a fervour, an enthusiasm, and on a scale,
that must be unique in the world. There is a passionate belief
that every child in the Union must be provided with beauty,
with the opportunities for creative self-expression through every
known form of activity. One thinks very wistfully of the little
attempts in one's own country.
The new type of creche is the child's first experience of beauty
in form and colour. The nursery-infant school gives up most of
its time to self-expression. Reading, writing, and numbers are
not taken until six years old. For these children, therefore, out-
of-school opportunities are not needed, though they are provided
in many workers' clubs. It is for the children of school age that
most of the facilities are being provided, that independent
expression through the arts or the sciences is given extra oppor-
tunity. Every school of any size has attached to it a supervisor
for out-of-school activities. He or she has been trained by the
Central House for the Arts Education of Children. This training
includes psychology and teaching methods. This is a full-time
post, and the supervisor is regarded as an ordinary member of
the staff. Every school also has one or two Komsomol (Young
Communist) leaders. When there are two, it is a youth and a girl.
They are workers in the factory or other enterprise to which, the
school is attached, and receive time off for their work in the

